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Executive Summary

The total value of Belgian production of wood and wood products exceeds $4 billion.  The Belgian primary
processing sector (sawmills, veneering plants and wood drying and treatment industries) counts 269 companies
and employs 3,000 people.  The secondary processing industry (furniture, construction elements, panels and
other producers) employs 26,000 people.  The region of Flanders is home to 68 percent of wood processing
companies and 80 percent of the employment, while the Walloon region is home to 26 percent of the companies
and 16 percent of the employment, with the remainder based in Brussels.  

Consistent with its role as a major processor of wood products, 75 percent of production was exported in 2001,
while almost 70 percent of domestic sales were of imported products.  Furniture accounts for 50 percent and
panel products for 30 percent of exports.  Furniture imports are more than 60 percent of total imports.  This high
reliance on export sales makes the Belgian industry vulnerable to international economic fluctuations.  

Preliminary 2002 figures for both domestic sales and exports show a slight overall decrease.  However,
increases in sales by the construction and the panel sectors almost offset decreases in sales in the furniture,
material handling and other sectors.  Expectations are that the impact of the slowing economy on the wood
processing sector will be more pronounced in 2003, especially in the construction and related sectors, which in
2002 benefitted from previous construction starts.

Belgian GDP growth is forecast at 1.8 percent for 2003, while it is estimated that GDP increased 0.6 percent in
2002, compared to 0.8 percent in 2001.  In 2002, inflation is estimated at 1.7 percent and is forecast at 1.3
percent for 2003.  Construction starts may be affected by stagnant public investment this year, following a sharp
(7.6%) 2002 increase.

In 2002, total Belgium-Luxembourg imports of wood and wood products amounted to Euros 1.9 billion.  U.S.
exports to Belgium-Luxembourg decreased 20 percent from 2001, to $45 million.  In particular, imports of
temperate hardwood lumber from the U.S. decreased almost 30 percent to $22.5 million and imports of
hardwood logs from the U.S. decreased 40 percent to $4 million.  After years of decline, softwood plywood
imports stabilized in 2002 at $12.5 million.  Belgian exports of wood products to the U.S. have grown
dramatically in the last few years from $5 million in 1999, to $48 million in 2001 and $90.6 million in 2002. 
This increase is due overwhelmingly to panel exports, which increased from $3.5 million in 1999 to $82 million
in 2002.

Exchange Rate (1 $= Euro)

2000 1.08

2001 1.12

2002 1.06
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STRATEGIC INDICATOR TABLE

FOREST  PRODUCT
STRATEGIC  INDICATOR  TABLES  FOR  BELGIUM

CONSTRUCTION MARKET 2001 2002 2003
Country: Belgium  Previous Current Following
Report Year: 2003 Calendar Year Calendar Year Calendar Year

Total Housing Starts (units) 45,824 39,370 37,000
--of which, wood frame (units)
--of which, steel, masonry, other materials (thousand units)
--of total starts, residential (units) 40,472 35,170 33,000
----of residential, single family (units) 21,977 18,750 17,500
----of residential, multi-family (units) 2,165 1,850 1,700
--of total starts, commercial (units) 5,352 4,200 4,000
Total Value of Commercial Construction Market ($US mil) 12,046 12,668 12,000
Total Value of Repair and Remodeling Market ($US million)

FURNITURE & INTERIORS MARKET
Country:Belgium Previous Current Following
Report Year:2003 2001 2002 2003

Total Housing Starts (number of units) 45,771 39,370 37,000
Total Number of Households) 4,281,000 4,325,000 4,360,000
Furniture Production ($US million) 1,722 1,750 1,700
Total Furniture Imports ($US million) 1,033 1,540 1,150
Total Furniture Exports ($US million) 1,205 1,220 1,300
Interiors Market Size ($US million) 1,550 1,555 1,500

MATERIAL HANDLING MARKET
Country:Belgium Previous Current Following
Report Year:2003 2001 2002 2003

Total Value of Industrial Output ($US million) 220 226 220
New Pallet Production (million units) 10 10 10
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FOREST AREA
Country:Belgium Previous Current Following
Report Year:2003 2001 2002 2003

Total Land Area (million hectares) 30.5 30.5 30.5
Total Forest Area ('000 hectares) 691 691 691
--of which, Commercial ('000 hectares) 616 616 616
----of commercial, tropical hardwood ('000 hectares)
----of commercial, temperate hardwood ('000 hectares) 319 319 319
----of commercial, softwood ('000 hectares) 297 297 297
Forest Type
--of which, virgin ('000 hectares)
--of which, plantation ('000 hectares)
--of which, other commercial (regrowth) ('000 hectares)
Total Volume of Standing Timber (thousand cubic meters) 142,000 143,000 144,000
--of which, Commercial Timber ('000 cum) 127,000 128,000 129,000
Annual Timber Removal ('000 cum)  1/ 4,000 4,000 4,000
Annual Timber Growth Rate ('000 cum) 5,000 5,000 5,000
Annual Allowable Cut ('000 cum)

WOOD PRODUCTS SUBSIDIES 
Country:Belgium Previous Current Following
Year of Report 2003 2001 2002 2003

Total Solid Wood Export Subsidy Outlay ($US million) none none none
Is there a ban on the export of logs, lumber, or veneer?  1/ no no no
Are there export taxes (yes/no)?  2/ no no no
Total Wood Production Subsidy ($US million)
Scope (thousands of hectares)
Are there other wood products export expansion activities?  1/no no no

FOREST PRODUCT TARIFFS AND TAXES (percent) Tariff Tariff
Country: Product Current Following
Report Year:2003 Description  Year Year
The same for all Europe
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FOREST  PRODUCT
STRATEGIC  INDICATOR  TABLES  FOR LUXEMBOURG

CONSTRUCTION MARKET 2001 2002 2003
Country: Luxembourg Previous Current Following
Report Year: 2002 Calendar Year Calendar Year Calendar Year

Total Housing Starts (units) 3200 3,400 3,300
--of which, wood frame (units)
--of which, steel, masonry, other materials (thousand units)
--of total starts, residential (units) 2846 3,000 2,900
----of residential, single family (units) N.A.
----of residential, multi-family (units) N.A.
--of total starts, commercial (units) N.A.
Total Value of Commercial Construction Market ($US mil) 2685 3,000 3,000
Total Value of Repair and Remodeling Market ($US million)

FURNITURE & INTERIORS MARKET
Country:Luxembourg Previous Current Following
Report Year:2002 2001 2002 2003

Total Housing Starts (number of units) 3,200 3,400 3,300
Total Number of Households) 171,800 175,000 178,000
Furniture Production ($US million) N.A.
Total Furniture Imports ($US million) N.A.
Total Furniture Exports ($US million) N.A.
Interiors Market Size ($US million) N.A.

MATERIAL HANDLING MARKET
Country:Luxembourg Previous Current Following
Report Year:2002 2001 2002 2003

Total Value of Industrial Output ($US million) N.A.
New Pallet Production (million units) N.A.
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FOREST AREA
Country:Luxembourg Previous Current Following
Report Year:2002 2001 2002 2003

Total Land Area (million hectares) 258.6
Total Forest Area (million hectares) 88
--of which, Commercial ('000 hectares) 78
----of commercial, tropical hardwood ('000 hectares)
----of commercial, temperate hardwood ('000 hectares) 48
----of commercial, softwood ('000 hectares) 30
Forest Type
--of which, virgin ('000 hectares)
--of which, plantation ('000 hectares)
--of which, other commercial (regrowth) ('000 hectares)
Total Volume of Standing Timber (thousand cubic meters)
--of which, Commercial Timber ('000 cum) 21,000 21,300 21,600
Annual Timber Removal ('000 cum)  1/ 360 360 360
Annual Timber Growth Rate ('000 cum) 660 660 660
Annual Allowable Cut ('000 cum)

WOOD PRODUCTS SUBSIDIES 
Country:Luxembourg Previous Current Following
Year of Report 2002 2001 2002 2003

Total Solid Wood Export Subsidy Outlay ($US million) none none none
Is there a ban on the export of logs, lumber, or veneer?  1/ no no no
Are there export taxes (yes/no)?  2/ no no no
Total Wood Production Subsidy ($US million)
Scope (thousands of hectares)
Are there other wood products export expansion activities?  1/no no no

FOREST PRODUCT TARIFFS AND TAXES (percent) Tariff Tariff
Country: Product Current Following
Report Year: Description  Year Year
The same for all Europe
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PRODUCTION

Forest Situation/Outlook

Composition of the Belgium and Luxembourg Forest
Surface Flemish Region Walloon Region Luxembourg

2000 survey 1999 survey 2000

Total in Ha 146,381 544,800 88,620
of which productive 138,000 477,800 78,000

 percent private 70.3 54 52
 percent public (contains natural parks) 29.7 46 48

 percent temperate hardwood 50 46 61
           of which estimated in Ha

poplar 22,250
oak 7,200 82,100 15,840

beech 4,250 42,300 28,160
birch 3,900

american oak 2,000
alder 1,750

willow 1,500

 percent softwood 40 42 35
           of which estimated in Ha

common pine 33,400 15,300 2,640
Corsican pine 12,350

larch 1,700 8,300
fir 1,600 172,400

Douglas fir 700 10,800 27,280

 percent mixed woods 10 12
 percent other 4
Sources:  * Boskartering 2000 from the Flemish Region - www.gis-vlaanderen.be
         *Min of the Walloon Region - Div of Nature and Forestry - Dir of Forestry Resources             - http://environnement.wallonie.be
         *Luxembourg Administration des Eaux et Forets
Belgium and Luxembourg are minor wood producers.  The main species in Flanders are softwood and poplar. 
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The Walloon region produces mainly oak and beech.  Luxembourg produces beech mainly, but production
statistics are not available.

Beech forests in the Southern part of Belgium and Luxembourg,  in North-East France and the German region of
Rhenania Palatinate are currently under attack from a disease related to infestation by the scolytid beetle (see
GAIN report BE2043).

MARKET SEGMENT ANALYSIS

NOTE:  Nomenclature d'Activités des Communautés Européennes (NACE) codes have been redefined in 2002. 
For example, laminate flooring moves from the Construction sub-sector to the Panel sub-sector and the
Furniture category now includes metallic and synthetic furniture.  The Belgian Ministry of Finance started using
the new NACE codes for VAT declarations on sales in 2002.  Statistics on trade figures, based on Harmonized
System codes, have been adapted.  As a result partial 2001 and 2002 market balances cannot be compared
directly to previous years.  A new historical set of wood processing data starts as of 2002.  In the following
tables partial 2001 and 2002 data are calculated to the new NACE system while full year 2001 is calculated to
the old NACE system.

More information on the NACE and other classification systems can be found at the following links:
- www.econ.ucl.ac.be/ECON/FR/SERVICES/LOGISTIQUE/NOMENCLATURES/
ACTIVITES/NACE/nace.html
- http://europa.eu.int/comm/eurostat/ramon/
- http://unstats.un.org/unsd/class/default.htm

Belgian Wood Processing Industry

Total Wood Processing Sector

Values in Mio EUR 1998 1999 2000 2001 9 m 2001*9 m 2002*

Turnover 3,734 3,770 3,984 4,055 4,231 4,194
 -  Export 2,418 2,560 2,825 2,971 2,585 2,574
=  Domestic Deliveries 1,316 1,210 1,159 1,084 1,646 1,620
+  Import 2,032 2,101 2,320 2,363 2,503 2,378
=  Domestic Market 2,248 3,311 3,479 3,447 4,148 3,998

Export/Turnover (%) 65 68 71 73 61 61
Import/Dom. Market (%) 61 63 67 69 60 59
Export/Import (%) 119 122 122 126 103 108
Price Evolution - 0,7% 1.3% 1.5% 1.9% -0.1%
* see note above
Source: Febelhout (Belgian Wood Processing Federation) - www.febelhout.be
Preliminary data show a 1 percent decrease in sales by the wood processing sector in 2002, after an all time high
in 2001.  Exports were almost unchanged, imports decreased 5 percent and domestic sales fell 3.6 percent 
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Investment was down 15 percent within the sector.  While the construction sector continued to benefit from the
2000-2001 construction boom, the furniture and the packaging sectors suffered due to the economic slowdown.

Construction Sector

The Construction Sector

Values in Mio EUR 1998 1999 2000 2001 9 m 2001*9 m 2002*

Turnover 488 523 558 562 600 634
 -  Export 250 292 379 386 333 149
=  Domestic Deliveries 238 231 179 176 267 485
+  Import 161 169 179 183 141 146
=  Domestic Use 399 400 358 359 408 631

Export/Turnover (%) 51 56 68 69 56 24
Import/Dom. Market (%) 40 42 50 51 35 23
Export/Import (%) 155 173 211 211 236 102
Price Evolution +0.3% +3,6% +1.6% +4.8% +1.8%
* see note above
Source: Febelhout (Belgian Wood Processing Federation) - www.febelhout.be

In 2002, preliminary data show a 15 percent decrease in construction of single family homes and a 14 percent
decrease of total construction starts.  Nevertheless, construction wood sales through September 2002 increased 
5.5 percent compared to the first nine months of 2001.

Furniture & Interiors Sector

The Furniture Sector

Values in Mio EUR 1998 1999 2000 2001 9 m 2001*9 m 2002*

Turnover 1,896 1,889 1,929 1,929 2,452 2,352
 -  Export 1,256 1,305 1,313 1,350 1,377 1,318
=  Domestic Deliveries 640 584 616 579 1,075 1,034
+  Import 1,072 1,066 1,134 1,157 1,586 1,487
=  Domestic Use 1,712 1,650 1,750 1,736 2,661 2,521

Export/Turnover (%) 66 68 68 70 56 56
Import/Dom. Market (%) 63 63 65 67 60 59
Export/Import (%) 117 122 116 117 87 89
Price Evolution -1.6% 1.4% 2.4% 1.4% 1.3%
* see note above
Source: Febelhout (Belgian Wood Processing Federation) - www.febelhout.be
For 2002, preliminary domestic furniture sales show a 5 percent decrease, while total sales fell 4 percent.  The
Belgian classical furniture sector continues to struggle to adapt to changing living habits and to compete with
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cheaper and more contemporary imported furniture.

Material Handling Industry

The Packaging Sector

Values in Mio EUR 1998 1999 2000 2001 9 m 20019 m 2002

Turnover 222 224 242 246 197 191
 -  Export 75 88 121 97 74 85
=  Domestic Deliveries 147 136 121 149 123 106
+  Import 91 87 101 100 75 76
=  Domestic Use 238 224 222 249 198 182

Export/Turnover (%) 34 39 50 39 38 45
Import/Dom. Market (%) 38 39 45 40 38 42
Export/Import (%) 82 100 120 97 98 112
Price Evolution 2.6% -1.8% -3.5% -0.5% 1.8%
Source: Febelhout (Belgian Wood Processing Federation) - www.febelhout.be

Sales by the packaging sector depend directly on general economic activity.  As a result, 2002 sales fell by about
2.5 percent; the first year-to-year decrease since 1996.

Panel Sector

In the past 10 years, the Belgian panel industry has been the most dynamic sector of the Belgian wood industry. 
Over that decade, sales have increased by sixty percent to more than 1 billion euros.  Estimates for 2001 are that
pulpwood consumption by the panel products industry totaled 3.6 million cubic meters (m3), most of which is
produced from recycled wood and imports of French wood cuts.  These wood cuts account for 90 percent of the
imports of French temperate hardwood logs that figure in the trade matrix.  Panel production figures for 2001
are: hardwood and softwood veneer, 50 thousand m3, particle boards, 2,250 thousand m3, softboards, 30
thousand m3 and medium density boards (MDF), 160 thousand tons.  

Belgium’s only Oriented Strand Board plant (OSB), which opened in 2001, has reached full capacity with an
output of 250,000 cubic meter per year, of which eighty percent is exported.  

The Belgian laminate flooring sector continues to expand with a joint venture Trinterio between Spano, a
particle board producer, and Balta, a major carpet and tapestry producer.  Trinterio intends to compete with
Belgian market leaders Quick-Step from Unilin and Berry Floor from Berry, an affiliate of the Beaulieu carpet
group.  Trinterio reportedly believes the U.S. market has further potential and is considering building a second
MDF-production line, an investment of 100-150 million euros.  Unilin has sales in 110 countries worldwide and
acquired Columbia Flooring in the U.S. in 2001.
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The Panel Sector

Values in Mio EUR 1998 1999 2000 2001 9 m 20019 m 2002

Turnover 790 816 940 988 795 830
 -  Export 591 611 674 789 539 773
=  Domestic Deliveries 199 205 266 199 256 57
+  Import 364 381 451 472 358 342
=  Domestic Market 563 586 717 671 614 399

Export/Turnover (%) 75 75 72 80 68 93
Import/Dom. Market (%) 65 65 63 70 58 86
Export/Import (%) 162 160 150 167 150 226
Price Evolution - 0,2% - 2,0% -1.0% -0.6% 1.8%
* see note above
Source: Febelhout (Belgian Wood Processing Federation) - www.febelhout.be

Other Wood Industrial/Niche Markets

Other Wood Industries

Values in Mio EUR 1998 1999 2000 2001 9 m 2001*9 m 2002*

Turnover 338 317 314 329 187 186
 -  Export 246 263 336 348 262 249
=  Domestic Deliveries 92 54 -22 -19 -75 -63
+  Import 344 397 455 451 341 327
=  Domestic Use 436 451 433 432 266 264

Export/Turnover (%) 77 83 107 106 140 134
Import/Dom. Market (%) 83 88 105 104 128 124
Export/Import (%) 68 66 74 77 77 76
Price Evolution 0.5% 0.7% N.A.N.A. 1.8%
* see note above
Source: Febelhout (Belgian Wood Processing Federation) - www.febelhout.be

BELGIAN WOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRY FEDERATIONS

Belgian Federation of Wood Importers
Centrumgalerij - Blok I - 5th floor
Kleerkopersstraat 15/17
B-1000 Brussels
Tel.  +32 2 219 43 73
Fax. +32 2 229 32 67
e-mail: info@houtinvoer.be
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Febelhout - Febelbois (federation of Belgian wood processors)
Hof ter Vleest, 5
B-1070 Brussels
Tel.  +32 2 556 25 55
Fax. +32 2 556 25 74
e-mail: public@febelhout.be
www.febelhout.be
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STATISTICAL TABLES

Temperate Hardwood Logs

PSD Table
Country Belgium-Luxembourg
Commodity Temperate Hardwood Logs 1000 CUBIC METERS

Revised 2001 Preliminary 2002 Forecast 2003
Old New Old New Old New

Market Year Begin 01/2001 01/2002 01/2003
Production 650 650 650 650 0 650
Imports 2100 2105 2050 1550 0 1500
TOTAL SUPPLY 2750 2755 2700 2200 0 2150
Exports 375 380 375 335 0 300
Domestic Consumption 2375 2375 2325 1865 0 1850
TOTAL DISTRIBUTION 2750 2755 2700 2200 0 2150

Import Trade Matrix
Country Belgium-Luxembourg Units: 1000 CUM
Commodity Temperate Hardwood Logs
Time period Jan-Dec Jan-Dec Jan-Nov Jan-Nov
Imports for: 2000 2001 2001 2002
U.S. 6 4 4 5
Others
France 1595 1532 1595 1430 991
Netherlands 235 237 235 225 214
Germany 153 192 153 112 114

0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0

Total for Others 1983 1961 1767 1319
Others not Listed 255 140 222 128
Grand Total 2244 2105 1993 1452

Sources:  Belgian Office of Foreign Trade 
             STATEC (Service Central de la Statistique et des Etudes Economiques)
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Export Trade Matrix
Country Belgium-Luxembourg Units: 1000 CUM
Commodity Temperate Hardwood Logs
Time period Jan-Dec Jan-Dec Jan-Nov Jan-Nov
Exports for: 2000 2001 2001 2002
U.S.
Others
France 85 131 131 111 85
Italy 52 46 46 45 43
Netherlands 36 31 31 27 29
Germany 17 14 14 12 14
Spain 16 11 11 11 10
Egypt 12 15 15 12 16
Morocco 21 14 14 11 18
Algeria 14 21 21 20 6
Hong Kong 16 8 8 7 2
China 67 33 33 30 17
Total for Others 336 324 286 240
Others not Listed 47 56 62 66
Grand Total 383 380 348 306

Sources:  Belgian Office of Foreign Trade 
                   STATEC (Service Central de la Statistique et des Etudes Economiques)

Temperate Hardwood Lumber

PSD Table
Country Belgium-Luxembourg
Commodity Temperate Hardwood Lumber 1000 CUBIC METERS

Revised 2001 Preliminary 2002 Forecast 2003
Old New Old New Old New

Market Year Begin 01/2001 01/2002 01/2003
Production 450 310 450 310 0 300
Imports 680 750 630 760 0 730
TOTAL SUPPLY 1130 1060 1080 1070 0 1030
Exports 420 446 400 460 0 440
Domestic Consumption 710 614 680 610 0 590
TOTAL DISTRIBUTION 1130 1060 1080 1070 0 1030

Import Trade Matrix
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Country Belgium-Luxembourg Units: 1000 CUM
Commodity Temperate Hardwood Lumber
Time period Jan-Dec Jan-Dec Jan-Nov Jan-Nov
Imports for: 2000 2001 2001 2002
U.S. 57 53 51 39
Others
France 216 274 216 227 169
Netherlands 34 33 34 24 46
Germany 58 154 58 128 153
Italy 7 13 7 7 7
Poland 17 20 17 18 9
Cameroon 2 3 2 3 1
Brazil 10 8 10 8 12
Canada 7 5 7 4 20
Lithuania 26 35 26 32 43
Czech Rep. 47 52 47 40 40
Total for Others 424 597 491 500
Others not Listed 78 100 101 118
Grand Total 559 750 0 643 657

Sources:  Belgian Office of Foreign Trade 
             STATEC (Service Central de la Statistique et des Etudes Economiques)
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Export Trade Matrix
Country Belgium-Luxembourg Units: 1000 CUM
Commodity Temperate Hardwood Lumber
Time period Jan-Dec Jan-Dec Jan-Nov Jan-Nov
Exports for: 2000 2001 2001 2002
U.S.
Others
France 39 52 39 45 81
Netherlands 220 228 220 189 173
Germany 27 26 27 25 27
United Kingdom 32 43 32 40 55
Spain 14 12 14 8 7
Hong Kong 2 1 2 0 0
China 5 6 5 2 5

0 0
Total for Others 339 368 309 348
Others not Listed 49 78 75 62
Grand Total 388 446 384 410

Sources:  Belgian Office of Foreign Trade 
             STATEC (Service Central de la Statistique et des Etudes Economiques)

Tropical Hardwood Lumber

PSD Table
Country Belgium-Luxembourg
Commodity Tropical Hardwood Lumber 1000 CUBIC METERS

Revised 2001 Preliminary 2002 Forecast 2003
Old New Old New Old New

Market Year Begin 01/2001 01/2002 01/2003
Production 15 37 15 30 0 30
Imports 280 272 275 205 0 200
TOTAL SUPPLY 295 309 290 235 0 230
Exports 170 159 180 135 0 130
Domestic Consumption 125 150 110 100 0 100
TOTAL DISTRIBUTION 295 309 290 235 0 230

Import Trade Matrix
Country Belgium-Luxembourg Units: 1000 CUM
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Commodity Tropical Hardwood Lumber
Time period Jan-Dec Jan-Dec Jan-Nov Jan-Nov
Imports for: 2000 2001 2001 2002
U.S.
Others
France 4 5 4 4 4
Netherlands 26 18 26 16 18
Germany 1 25 1 25 1
Malaysia 174 114 174 105 81
Indonesia 19 15 19 9 6
Brazil 13 16 13 15 10
Singapore 2 2 2 2 1
Cameroon 41 36 41 34 43
Myanmar 22 2 22 1 1
Ghana 8 10 8 9 10
Total for Others 310 243 220 175
Others not Listed 17 29 30 17
Grand Total 327 272 250 192

Sources:  Belgian Office of Foreign Trade 
             STATEC (Service Central de la Statistique et des Etudes Economiques)
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Export Trade Matrix
Country Belgium-Luxembourg Units: 1000 CUM
Commodity Tropical Hardwood Lumber
Time period Jan-Dec Jan-Dec Jan-Nov Jan-Nov
Exports for: 2000 2001 2001 2002
U.S. 1 0 0 0
Others
France 53 30 53 27 25
Netherlands 142 96 142 88 66
Germany 25 15 25 14 10
United Kingdom 9 11 9 11 12
Denmark 3 1 3 1 2

0
Total for Others 232 153 141 115
Others not Listed 8 6 5 7
Grand Total 241 159 146 122

Sources:  Belgian Office of Foreign Trade 
             STATEC (Service Central de la Statistique et des Etudes Economiques)

Softwood Lumber

PSD Table
Country Belgium-Luxembourg
Commodity Softwood Lumber 1000 CUBIC METERS

Revised 2001 Preliminary 2002 Forecast 2003
Old New Old New Old New

Market Year Begin 01/2001 01/2002 01/2003
Production 900 1075 900 1000 900 1000
Imports 1560 1547 1600 1570 1600 1550
TOTAL SUPPLY 2460 2622 2500 2570 2500 2550
Exports 685 725 700 890 700 850
Domestic Consumption 1775 1897 1800 1680 1800 1700
TOTAL DISTRIBUTION 2460 2622 2500 2570 2500 2550
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Import Trade Matrix
Country Belgium-Luxembourg Units: 1000 CUM
Commodity Softwood Lumber
Time period Jan-Dec Jan-Dec Jan-Nov Jan-Nov
Imports for: 2000 2001 2001 2002
U.S. 12 10 10 9
Others
France 127 99 127 99 96
Netherlands 245 177 245 172 177
Germany 426 366 426 343 356
Norway 29 31 29 29 40
Sweden 150 170 150 170 156
Finland 96 131 96 131 106
Russian Fed. 298 220 298 203 260
Latvia 63 56 63 51 29
Lithuania 52 46 52 43 49
Canada 102 58 102 52 70
Total for Others 1588 1354 1293 1339
Others not Listed 239 183 177 156
Grand Total 1839 1547 1480 1504

Sources:  Belgian Office of Foreign Trade 
             STATEC (Service Central de la Statistique et des Etudes Economiques)
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Export Trade Matrix
Country Belgium-Luxembourg Units: 1000 CUM
Commodity Softwood Lumber
Time period Jan-Dec Jan-Dec Jan-Nov Jan-Nov
Exports for: 2000 2001 2001 2002
U.S.
Others
France 234 282 234 260 305
Netherlands 197 143 197
Germany 228 210 228 177 274
United Kingdom 24 18 24 16 26
Denmark 2 2 2 1 2
Spain 3 5 3 2 4

Total for Others 688 660 591 742
Others not Listed 58 65 56 68
Grand Total 746 725 647 810

Sources:  Belgian Office of Foreign Trade 
             STATEC (Service Central de la Statistique et des Etudes Economiques)

Hardwood Veneer

PSD Table
Country Belgium-Luxembourg
Commodity Hardwood Veneer 1000 CUBIC METERS

Revised 2001 Preliminary 2002 Forecast 2003
Old New Old New Old New

Market Year Begin 01/2001 01/2002 01/2003
Production 45 45 45 25 0 25
Imports 30 28 30 23 0 22
TOTAL SUPPLY 75 73 75 48 0 47
Exports 24 23 25 15 0 15
Domestic Consumption 51 50 50 33 0 32
TOTAL DISTRIBUTION 75 73 75 48 0 47



GAIN Report #BE3009 Page 20 of  23

UNCLASSIFIED Foreign Agricultural Service/USDA

Import Trade Matrix
Country Belgium-Luxembourg Units: 1000 CUM 
Commodity Hardwood Veneer
Time period Jan-Dec Jan-Dec Jan-Nov Jan-Nov
Imports for: 2000 2001 2001 2002
U.S. 6 5 4 4
Others
France 6 4 6 4 3
Netherlands 3 2 3 2 1
Germany 8 5 8 5 3
Spain 2 2 2 2 1
Croatia 2 2 2 1 1
Ivory Coast 3 1 3 1 2
Ghana 3 4 3 4 3

0
Total for Others 27 20 19 14
Others not Listed 3 3 5 4
Grand Total 36 28 28 22

Sources:  Belgian Office of Foreign Trade 
             STATEC (Service Central de la Statistique et des Etudes Economiques)
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Export Trade Matrix
Country Belgium-Luxembourg Units: 1000 CUM
Commodity Hardwood Veneer
Time period Jan-Dec Jan-Dec Jan-Nov Jan-Nov
Exports for: 2000 2001 2001 2002
U.S.
Others
France 6 7 6 7 2
Netherlands 6 5 6 5 3
Germany 4 2 4 2 2
Italy 1 3 1 3 1
United Kingdom 2 1 2 1 1
Spain 1 1 1 1 1
Austria 1 0 1 0 0

0
Total for Others 21 19 19 10
Others not Listed 4 4 3 4
Grand Total 25 23 22 14

Sources:  Belgian Office of Foreign Trade 
             STATEC (Service Central de la Statistique et des Etudes Economiques)

Softwood Plywood

PSD Table
Country Belgium-Luxembourg
Commodity Softwood Plywood 1000 CUBIC METERS

Revised 2001 Preliminary 2002 Forecast 2003
Old New Old New Old New

Market Year Begin 01/2001 01/2002 01/2003
Production 5 5 5 5 5 5
Imports 180 182 180 225 180 205
TOTAL SUPPLY 185 187 185 230 185 210
Exports 92 92 95 93 95 90
Domestic Consumption 93 95 90 137 90 120
TOTAL DISTRIBUTION 185 187 185 230 185 210
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UNCLASSIFIED Foreign Agricultural Service/USDA

Import Trade Matrix
Country Belgium-Luxembourg Units: 1000 CUM
Commodity Softwood Plywood
Time period Jan-Dec Jan-Dec Jan-Nov Jan-Nov
Imports for: 2000 2001 2001 2002
U.S. 3 2 2 2
Others
Netherlands 21 23 21 22 31
Germany 9 14 9 13 19
France 3 3 3 3 4
Poland 2 2 2 2 1
Brazil 124 122 124 120 132
Canada 2 1 2 1 0

0
Total for Others 161 165 161 187
Others not Listed 23 15 16 35
Grand Total 187 182 179 224

Sources:  Belgian Office of Foreign Trade 
             STATEC (Service Central de la Statistique et des Etudes Economiques)

Export Trade Matrix
Country Belgium-Luxembourg Units: 1000 CUM
Commodity Softwood Plywood
Time period Jan-Dec Jan-Dec Jan-Nov Jan-Nov
Exports for: 2000 2001 2001 2002
U.S.
Others
France 33 39 33 37 43
Netherlands 43 28 43 28 29
Germany 8 10 8 10 11
Denmark 6 7 6 7 7
Switzerland 0 2 0 2 0

0
Total for Others 90 86 84 90
Others not Listed 29 6 6 1
Grand Total 119 92 90 91

Sources:  Belgian Office of Foreign Trade 
             STATEC (Service Central de la Statistique et des Etudes Economiques)
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